
Mr. Dave Davis 
Presjdeot md GenmJ Mmp 

7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

WAX-TV 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT rs TO iTs ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTB 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I m outraged at the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly e?iteemed public servicdnew program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering io the space 
o i i ~ n d l y  allotted far WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find thc decision an insult to OUT 

community, offensivc to ow intelligence, and humiliating to thc program’s pducer 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple a w d  winning producer and how Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
ow lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour> without 
hVkg to resort to a new weli-to-week serial context The historic Kemer Canmussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of calor in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counby’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a nnique and most needed opportnnity for people to exam& current affairs through. an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nmning African-American produced 
television pfograrn in the US. (whic!~ previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC: Neetwo& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this caunny on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa i(seK. 

Today, many of the gains that people of A6ican ancestry have made in media dumg the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representarion m the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like Ir Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV aut of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to kst 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format- reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbii trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is- to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public &us depment. While I 
will always support “Like If Is” and Gil Noble* I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing paver. I will encawage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my comm\mitY 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensiti\ity to the audience that “Like It 15.’ 
serves. And as Black History Moath is fast approaching and as “Like Jt Js” always does special 
programming to honor this m o a  it is even more urgent that you retm &e show, to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black History mon& I \vi11 
withant hesitation use the options mentioned above. , ,/--J 
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newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black pro- 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, cmpkd with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the prog~am and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs depment. While I 
\vi11 always support“Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enwurag others to do the same. There are many ways in which my cornu& 
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immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I d l  
withour hesitation use the options mentio d above. 
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter ofalike It Is", I am outraged at the decision of WAEIC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to ioSert 
"Inside Stuff', a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, io the space 
oi<gindly allotted far WABC-TV's lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humilialing to the program's producer. 

"Like It Is", with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for o w  
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, econoynic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour> ivithout 
having to resoe to a new iweko-week serial context The historic Kerner Comussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up &is coun&y's chic divesity, "Lke It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current &airs tluo@, an 
authentic AfiicakAmerican perspective. TO date it is the longest Nnniog African-American produced 
television pmgram in the U S .  (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the A X  Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of progmms and 
documentaries in this countiy on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains W people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Lilie It 1s" is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, refleds a dangerous, frightening 
and d W i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is" to its original hour format. We are vay much aware that 
Dimey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While 1 
will always supp0rt"Like It Is" and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will he forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network %iewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my commUnity 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensiti\ity to &e audience that "Like It IS" 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approachiixg, and as "'Like Jt Is" always does s p e d  
programming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you return the sho\r. to its original hour 
immediatelv. If this show is not returned to its one hour foxmat in time for Blac&Ii@ow month, I wdl 
\vithout heiitation use the options mentioned above. 

- /3, , 



UI. Dave Davis 
F‘residcnt and General Manager 
w ABC-TV 

7LincolnnSquare 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS B regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’AEK-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a Wf how show in wkr to inserr 
‘Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offwing, io the space 
originally allotted for W’ABC-TV’s lone Black public &airs pmgmn. I find the decision an ins& to our 
community~ offensive to our intelligence, and humiliaring to the program’s p d u a r .  

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewm for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and culhnal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the pro- is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorongh infomation within an hour> wvithmt 
having to resm to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemr Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up &is country’s ethnic diversity, “Lie It Is’‘ 
has offered a unique and most needed oppoitunity for people to exBmine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running f i c a n - h e r i c a n  produced 
television p r o m  in the US. (which p,reviousy bad g i i a  both WAX-TV and the ABC Netwdc 
considaahle praise in the Black community) that has p r o d d  the largest body of prognuns and 
documentwies in this counny on the African ehperience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media duhg the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progrmu 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled \\i& your station’s decision to firs 
hy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format> reflects a dwgerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I dl upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its new and public affiin department. Wile  I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are man). ways in which my commUnity 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as ‘‘Like It Is” always does special 
propmming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you r e m  the show to its original hour 
immediately. 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

If this show is not retnrned to its one hour format in lime for Black Histoy monlh, I will 



Mc. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Liacolnn Square 

New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

W A X - T V  

IMMEDLATELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS OXIGINAL EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK EISTORY nsom 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the deckion of WABC-TV to cut 
the formst of this highly esteemed public s&ce/news progam to a half hour show in order to insen 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offin& in the. space 
Originauy allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I iind the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliaring to the program’s pmducer. 

“Like It Is”, miih its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of &e political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our umununity. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in geneml and the Black comuuty in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up &is comtry’s ethnic divesity, “Like It Is’’ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine -nt affairs duo@, an 
authentic African-America perspective. TO date it is the longest ruMing A f i i ~ h e r i c a n  produced 
television program in the US. (which preeviouSly had giwn both WAK-TV and ABC Netwwk 
considerable praise in the B h k  community) that has produced tile largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains tfist people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that l i k e  It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Blacli programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decion to first 

and disturbiig trend. 
to eliminate the progam and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney? an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is’’ and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to vhat we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approachin& and as “Like It Is” always does special 
prosramming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you r e m  the &ON, to its o m  hour 
immediiely. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histov month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



M. Dave Davis 
President and Genera1 Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 L i w h  Square 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY REWRh’ LIRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL EOcRt FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLhCU EISTOUY KlONTEf 

As B regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged a? the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public servicemeU;s pr- to a half hour show in order to insert 
‘Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and somehmes . sitnation comedy offering in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-Ws lone Black public affain program. I find the decision an insult to our 
e~mn~lmity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliahg to the program’s producer. 

&Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and hoa Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timeIy and critical analysis of the political, w m m i c  and culm1 isms that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our communi@. I h d  the decision to reduce the progam is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up t h i s  country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is- 
has offered a uniqne and most needed opportunity for people to examine curreat &ais through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nmoing African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (whit!? previously had given both WABC-TV and tk ABC: hrehuork 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African ekperience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gajns that people of African aocestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownershjp and representarion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that *Lke It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black propans 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your stahon’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fonnat, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I dl upon you to r e m  “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware thar 
Dmey: an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. Wide 1 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil NobIe, I fee1 that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced TO fmd other ways to express my displeasure via my network \;iewinNin_e habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pemining to what we feel is your insensiti\ity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approachin& and 85 ‘%Ire Jt Is” always does special 
programoling to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its o& hour 
&mediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I \ d l  
without hesitarion use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Managex 
WABC-TV 

7 Lrncoloa Square 
New Yo&, New York 10023 

WMEDMTELY mmm LIKEITIS TO ITS OIUG INNU EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY niom 

AS a regular Viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly est& public servicdnews pr- to a half hour show in order to k r t  
“Inside Stuf f ,  a quasi sports, entettainment and SOntetiRLes situatiw comedy offerin& in tbe space 
oni$nally allotted €or WABC-TV’s lone Black public &ais program. I find the decision an imult to OUT 

conununily? offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating Eo the program’s poduoer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and haw Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and Critical analysis of the political, ecnnomic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our cmmunity. I find the decision to reduce the propmi is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour? without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial antext. The historic Kerner Conmussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black commcmity in 
particular by airing various issues and viempoints th& make up this country’s &c diversity, “Like It Isy 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for peopIe to eyamine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running Afiican-American produced 
televkioe p r ~ g ~ a m  in the U.S. (which pre-,ious!y had giwn both WABC-TV and the A X  Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has p r o d d  the largest body of progmm and 
documentwies in this counny on the African experience in the U.S., Canibean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancesby have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progains 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format> reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and distUmi trend. 

Again, I call upon you to retum “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware thaf 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate: owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
\viU always support “Like It Is” and GI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to wbat we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as %e It Is“ always does special 
progamming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you retum the &ON- to its original hour 
&mediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour forma in time for Black Histo~y month, 1 will 
\vithont hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

Address 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 

7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN U K E  IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK EISTORY BZONTB 

As a regular viewer and strong suplrter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’ABC-W to cut 
the fotmat of this highly esteemed public seivice/news program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
orighally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public af€airs pmgnun. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensiive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and how Gil Noble, has & its viewm for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and culr~ral issucr that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to redux the propm is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorou@ information within au hour? withoat 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up t h i s  counay’s ethic divesity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic fican-American perspective. TO date it is die longest running African-American produced 
tele%ision program in the US. (which previously had given both H‘ABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produd the largest body of programs and 
documentwies in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past rhree 
decades are being sys temt idy  reversed. Racial diversity in medii owmership and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black program 
p r o d d  a! WABC-TV out of 168 hours of a i r h e  a week coupled with your station’s &ion to fim 
by to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, iiightening 
and disturbing irend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affiirs department. HMe I 
will always support“Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensititity to the audie.nce that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast appoaching, and as W e  It Is” always does special 
pro&rarrrming to honor this month- it is even more urgent that you return h e  slu~wr to its original hour 
immedwely. Ifthis show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitarion use IIE options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WtU3GTV 

7 Lincoln0 Square 
New Yo& New York 10023 

JMMEDLATELY RETURN LIRE IT IS TO ITS ORIGWAL EOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular Viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am omaged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicelnews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside. Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and someiirnes situation comedy offering. in the space 
onghally allotted far WAJ3C-Ws lone Black public affairs p-. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligeace, and humiliaring to &e program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and hos Gil Noble, has served is viewas for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decisim to reduce the p r o w  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thornugh infixmation witbin an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context The historic Kemer Gunmission called upon the 
media to provide greata representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints tha make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s’‘ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to exnmine cumnt affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest ruaning A f i i w - h e c a n  produced 
television program in the U.S. (whic!? ~eviously had given both WABGTV and the A X  Nmo& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of prognuns and 
documentllries in this country on the African ehirience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the pins that people of African ancestq have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representadon in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that aLike It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black program 
produced at WABC-TV out of 16s hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the progatn and then in lieu of that slash the time format, refleas a dangerous, fiightening 
and d d i n g  trend. 

Again, I dl upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its n e w  and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Nohle, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And 85 Black History Month is fast approachbig, and as ‘like Jt 3s” always does special 
progamming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to is original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. A 



M. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 L i w h  Square 

New Yo& New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS 0 RIGiNAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK E f S M R Y  h¶ONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this hi@y esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
‘‘hide Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering- io the space 
originally allotted for WA3C-Ws lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 
mmmunity~ offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s pmducer. 

-Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host GiI Noble, has served its viewen for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and culm1 issues that shape 
our lives and brings *de and self-esteem to our cc4nmunity. I fmd the decision to reduce the propun is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within aa hour. without 
having to resoit to a new webto-week serial context. The historic Kernex Comnussioncalled upon the 
media to provide geata representation of people of color in general and the Black conundty in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpints that make up this cowby’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’‘ 
has offered a unique and most needed oppomUtity for people to eHBmitte cueat affairs through an 
authentic AGican-Amcrican perspective. To date it is the longest Nnoiag African-American produced 
television program in the US. (which previously had given both WAX-TV and the ABC: Networlc 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of pr- and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Afiica itsew. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican ancestry have made in media during the past rhree 
decades are being systematically revened. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that *Lke It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled B W  programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled nith your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbiing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public atfairs de.parhnent. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
wiil be forced to fmd other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my communitY 
can register its displeasure pettaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ’Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Hjstq Mmth is fast approaching and as “Like Jt Is” always does special 
progmnming to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you rehnn the show to its o@ hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History d n t b ,  1 will 
without hesitarion use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 L i n c 0 1 ~  Square 

New Yo& New Yad 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN .LIKEITIS TO ITS ORIGIN AL HOUR FORMATINTME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong suppgrter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public seivicdww program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stup,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering in the space 
originally allotted for WAK-TV’s lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s pducer. 

“Like It Is”, wirh its multiple award whming producer and how Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the polihd, economic and 4ml issues that &ape 
our lives and brings pride and selfesteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour: without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic K e r n  Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of coIor in gened and the Black community in 
particular by airing wrious issues and viewpoints that make up &is coun6y’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opprtunity for people to examine went  affairs through 80 

authentic Afiican-American perspective. To date it is the longest running Afiican-Ameiicsn pra4uced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously bad giveti both WABC-TV and &e ABC Netwo& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of prognrms and 
docwnentwies in this counay on the Afiim experience in the US., Caribbean and even Aftica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during tfie past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representSrion in fhe 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only reglady scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fonnat, reflects a dangerom, frightening 
and d i s t u r o i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dimey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public aEairs department. While I 
will always supp0rt“Like It Is” and GI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure peaaining to what we. feel is your insensitiviiy to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histosy Manth is fast approaching and as “Like It 1s” h a y s  does special 
p r o g m -  to honor this month, it is even more urgent thar you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History mon& I wil l  
witJ10ut hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 Lincolnn Square 
WABC-TV 

New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

LMMEDlATELY RETURN LIKE IF IS  TO ITS ORIGLNAL HOUR FORMA T IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am ouwaged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicdnews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stup,  a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted far W‘AK-TV’s lone Black public &iks p~ogram. I find the decision an insult to our 
cornmunit)-, offensive to ow inteBigence, and humiliaring to the program’s produoer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for o w  
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pnde and self-esteem to ow community. I find the decision to reduce the pr0p.m is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infonuation within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new uek-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black commuuity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints mat make up this couotry’s ethic diversity, “Like It 1s” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the langest &g African-American produced 
tekvision program in the U.S. (whic!i previoUSly had given both WABGTV and the ABC: New& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of pr- and 
documentaries in this couuhy on the African experience in &e US., Caribbean and even Africa itseK. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial divesity in media oweship and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fsct that ‘‘Lk It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format> reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware mat 
Disney, an entectainment conglomerate, owns A5C and its news and public affairs -eat. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel &at if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits aud my 
purchasing pow=. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my communily 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Maoth is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
progamnhg to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you r e m  the show to its o w  hour 
immediately, If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Resident and General Manager 
WAI3C-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT ZN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a &ar viewer and strong suppolter of “Like It Is”, I w outraged at the decision of UrmC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly est&. public serviCe/news program to a half hour show in order to best 
“Inside StuR‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and ?.cm&nm situatim comedy offering. in the space 
oiipinally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 

communify, ofhsive to OUT intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is“, wvirh its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attenipt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to resod to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemex Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nlnning Afriw-Ameriw produced 
televkioti program in the U.S. (whicii pre,reviouS~y had gwn both WABC-TV ar?d the ABC Netwd. 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
doclunentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbeau and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains tbat people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversily in media ownership and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decliie. The fact thai “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Blaclc programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled w i t h  your station‘s decision to first 
try to e l i n a t e  the progam and then in lieu of that slash the time format> reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and &Wing tread. 

Again, I cdI upon you to return “Like It 1s- to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment congIomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs departmeat. WGIe C 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will e n c o w  others to do the same. There are man). ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoq Month is fast approachin& and as “Like 3t Is” always does special 
pro&ramming to honor tbis month, it is even more urgent that you return the &os, to its o n g d  h u r  
imn~ediistely. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History montk 1 will 
withour hesitation options mentioned above. 



Mr. Daw Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 b w h  Square 
New York, New 1’01% 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN WKE ITIS TO ITS ORICLNAL HOUR FORMAT IN T M E  FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTtl 

AS a r@ar Viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, 1 am outraged at the decision of U’ABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/new program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted fur WABC-TV’s tone Black public affairs program. I fmd the decision an insult to our 
community? offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

%le It Is“, with its multiple awad winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e n d  its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, CCoMrmic and culhnal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to r e m  to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic K e r n  Comnussion d e d  upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
parlicular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this couatry’s ethnic diversity, “&Like It I T  
has offered a unique and most needed opportwity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TQ date it is the longee Nnoing Ahican-Americso produced 
televisioo prograrn in the U.S. (u.hich previously had giwa both U‘ABC-TV an.d the GBC Networf. 
considerable praise in the Black community) char has p r o d d  tlte largest body of programs and 
doclrmentwies in this country on the Afiim experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownersbip and repremuation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact tha~ “Like It Is“ is one of the only regularly scheduled Bladi pmgranU 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupkd with your station’s decidon to fust 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the rime format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbig trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dimey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if tliese reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my C O L I I J I I ~ ~ ~  

can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as ”Like It Is” always does special 
pro6ramming to honor this monrh it is even more ureenf tfiat you return the show to its o n g d  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in t h e  for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use &e options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Linwlnu Square 

New Yo& New I%& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK EISTORY MONTB 

As B regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of U’N3C-W to cut 
the format of &is highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to imm 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
CHiginally allotted €or WA3C-TVs lone Black public affain piogmn. I find tk decision an ins& to OUT 

community- offensive to our intelligence, and humiliaring to the program’s pvducer. 

%Ice It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues tha! shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to ow community. I find the decision to reduce the propam is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour? without 
having to resort to a new w,ek-&o-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in geneml and the Black COmmuRity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Isr 
has offered a unique and m s t  needed opportunity for people to examine cmmt affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
telebisiou program in the US. (whic!! previously had given both WAX-TV and the A X  Netwodc 
considerable praise in the B h l i  community) that has produced the largest body of programs aid 
documentaries in this Countly on the African eqeiience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of &can ancestry have made in media dunng the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact tha! ”Lh It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progams 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format? reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and & W i n g  trend. 

Again, I caU upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an eniertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always supp0rt“Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I fml that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my nehuork tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensiti\ity to the audience that “Like It 1s” 
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast approaching, and as “Me 3t Is” always does special 
prog.amming to honor this month. it is even more urgent &at you return the show to its oqinaI hour 
imniediitely. If this &ow is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black HistoIy month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 h m h  Square 
New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIRE IT/.$ TO ITS ORICLNAL HOUR FORMAT M TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY niom 

As 8 regular viewer and stmlig supporter of “Like It Is”, I run outraged at the decision of U’ASC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehtews program to a half hour show in order to k t t  

“Inside S-W, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
oiiginaUr allotted for WABC-WS lone Black public affairs program I find the decision an insult to olir 
community, offensive to our intelIigence, and humiliaring to the program’s producer. 

”Like It Is”, 54itb its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 yeas  with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and culnual issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and selfksteem to our community. I find the dccisim to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour, wi out 
having to resort to a new ufeek-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner comnlission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general a d  the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this C O ~ ~ I Y ’ S  ethnic diversity, “‘Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed oppormi~ for people to examine current affairs through an 
anthentic Afiican-hericaa perspective. To date it is the longest rnnning Abican-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and &e 4Bc Netwotk 
considerable praise in &e BIack community) that has produced the. largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itseK. 

Today, many of the gains tbat people of &can ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversily in media ownership and representation in tbe 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black prognuns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 bows of airtime a week coupled With your station’s decision to fist 
try to el inate  the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format? reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and d d i n g  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to rem “Like It Is* to its original hour format. W e  are very much aware that 
Dmey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel h a t  if these reasonable reqnests axe not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my ~0mmUnity 
can register its displeasure pettaining to wbat we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Mantb is fast approaching, and as ”Like It Is” always does special 
progamming to bonor this month. it is even more q e n t  h t  you return the show to its o w  hour 
immediately. if this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History monlb, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
w mc-TV 
7LincohSquare 
New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

JMMJZDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK EISTORY MONTH 

As B regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public service/news program to 8 half hour show in order to insett 
“Inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
origindly allotred €or WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs p”0gram. I find the decision an insult to our 
-unity, offensive to WI intelligmce, and h u m i l i i  to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and how Gil Noble, has served its viewas for over 
the last 34 yean with timely and critical analysis of the political, econOmic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our cammunity. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and coutinnity to provide thorough information within an how> without 
having to resort to a new uwk-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counhy’s efhic divesity, “Lilie It IT 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-Amercan perspective. TO date it is tlx longest Noniog African-American produced 
televisiou program in the U.S. (which previously &ad given both WABC-TV and tt?c ABC Netwd 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
dwumentiuies in this counhy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and r e p r e o n  in rhe 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, mupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format> retlects a dangerous, frightening 
and d i i n g  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “JAe It Is* to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dmey, an entertainment conglomerate? owns ABC and its news and public affairs depariment. Mi le  I 
will always supp0rt“Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not grant4 I 
will be f o r d  to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewins habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the w e .  There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure peaaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoq Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
progmnmhg to honor this month. it is even more urgent thar you rehnn the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options lnentioned above. f .  1 



Mr. Dave Davis 
PresidentandGenaa\Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn square 

New Yo&, New 1’01% 10023 

lMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT M ‘ITME FOR 
BLACK HlSTORY MONTH 

As 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WU3C-W to cut 
dx format of this highly esteemed public s r m k k w s  prcgmn to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offwing, in the space 
or igbdy allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &ah laogram. I find tbe decision an insult to ow 
community~ offensiw to our intelligenoc, and humiliaring to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, a n d c  and culm1 issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and selfssteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the p r o w  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and eonthuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
ha\* to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemex Gnnmission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing vslious issues and viewpoints that make up this comhy’s ethnic divenity, “Like It I T  
has offered a unique and most needed o@ty for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic Africaa-American perspective. To date it is the longest &g Afrw-Ameri~en produced 
televisioci program in the US. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC New& 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of progmns and 
docutnentiuies in this counhy on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media drrring tfie past three 
decades are being systematidy reversed. Racial diversify in media ownership and repmentarion in &e 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact tbat “L.ike It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminale the progam and then in lieu of that slash the time format, &e& a dangerous, fright- 
and d W i  trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware tha! 
Disnq: an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs aepartment. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and 6 1  Noble, i feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewin_8 habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enconrage others to do the same. T k e  are many ways in which my Community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to &e audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black Histol). Month is fast appoaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
progammiq to honor this month. it is even more urgent &at you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 


